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Karin Parish – I am the Rep for Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue, I 
take on the hard to handle cases, or the extremely sick dogs.   
Rescue has become a full time job and there is no pay and no 
time to do anything for myself.   The highlights in rescue were 
being bit three or four times, and one bite putting me in E.R. at 
11pm with blood poisoning.  My ER bill was $900 and the 
insurance paid for $500 of it.  I now have $100 worth of antibiotics 
in my cupboard.   I sustained more minor bites when I had to 
clean out ears, or groom or clip toe nails.  I nearly always use 
muzzles in most cases but sometimes you just can’t get them 
onto the dogs.   Dogs bite due to fear, not because they hate us, 
and we unfortunately bear the brunt of what their former owners have caused. I spent hours on 
the phones with vets, foster care associates, shelters, and many other activities.   I also am the 
Rescue Rep for WHWTCA for Oregon and Washington.   We get over 2/3rds of our Westies out of 
the state of Oregon.    I also recruit foster homes, and raise funds for rescue money.  We are only 
funded by your donations.   Vet bills have become enormous this year.  In part it is due by the 
better equipment that our vets use to diagnose dogs, and laser surgery.   We adopt our dogs out 
through SPDR (Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue) which is a 501c.3 organization and makes your 
adoption donations – tax deductable.    
 
This year we also stepped up to the plate and fostered outside of our breed with the Mt Vernon 
Mill bust and another commercial breeder dumping 25 dogs out of Roy, WA.   We fostered Shih 
Tzu’s, Chihuahuas, Cotons du Tuleau, Cairn Terrier, Westie mixes, and requests from Fur Babies 
Rescue who didn’t have space to take some of the mixed dogs that were up for euthanasia at 
Shelters.   (all successfully adopted out)  In November we rescued six Scotties from horrendous 
conditions and three more cottons under the age of 1 yr old who were intended for breeding.  
Cotons are normally white.   Ours were carmel color!  This was a result of laying in their own filth 
for so long.   They have since turned white.    One of the Scotties #5 had her eye removed 
because it had actually rotted in the eye socket.  She also needed dental and spay.  It turned out 
she was the most personable Scottie I have ever fostered.  She was adopted out 4 wks later to a 
lovely home in Canada.  They think she’s the bees knees!   All the Scotties and cottons were 
adopted out.  
 

Barbara Mitchell and her husband (Bob the Babysitter) are second in 
command for taking the very sick and recuperating dogs. She handles the 
Kitsap Penninsula area.  She has a lot of long term fostering with luxated 
patella operations, horrendous skin infections and constant around the clock 
bathing, meds and shots.   Barbara is always available, always adjusts her 
plans, always is in “motion” on her way and she has been doing a lot of the 
trips from Port Orchard to Bothell to get dogs care, they are long trips and a lot 

of ferry rides that just eat up your day.   She has had numerous fosters at one time and she also 
interviews and talks to prospective adopters.  She has had situations where she had biting 
behavior problems and we worked our way through different training scenarios to overcome some 
of the problems.   I refer to Barbara as my skin specialist as she knows all the medications, 
bathing techniques, feeding schedules for these allergy dogs we get.   She’s also awesome with 
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an injection!   Barbara Mitchell got started in rescue when she asked me, “Do you need some 
help?”  She has never rested since!   
 

Barbara Kam is our central hub and coordinates the Central Olympia area.  
She owns a Kerry Blue and a Scottie.  She has turned into our #1 Transport 
and been the hub of our movement between Oregon and Seattle.  She has 
also taken worst case dogs that were in a “mill” mentality or environment 
which has impacted the dogs mentally.  She also helped with bull terrier 
rescue for a while.     During the year she has taken up to 9 dogs at a time 
while we are trying to coordinate foster home space.  She does not have 
kennels, her house is not large.  We are very lucky to have her or we would 

never be able to do the movement and volume of transport and fostering we do.  Barbara has 
been to the Olympic shelter so many times to pick up dogs, that they know her on sight and have 
her phone number in the rolodex. Barbara also coordinates and transports out of Portland, 
Oregon.  Barbara is my freeway flyer – in her other life she must have been a long haul truck 
driver!  
 

Michele Mariani has been our Mt. Rainer.  She has been a major fund 
raiser in our organization and also sponsored several dogs that were 
worst case scenario dogs.  She has done numerous transports and her 
children have also helped in the fostering program. (More bite testers!)  
She and her husband, Rico, have sponsored many dogs that would 
otherwise have no chance due to insufficient funds in Rescue.   Michele 
also rescues cats and horses and other livestock and is currently a Rep 
for Rebecca’s Rainbow, which takes animals in when their owners have 
passed on.  Every time I run into a brick wall, I call Michele because she 
is the Troubleshooter, and she always fixes everything!  She has never 
said “no” to a rescue, even when her house was full to the brim.     We 

are blessed to have her on our team.    
 
Christine Corbley and her mother Charlotte have owned Westies their 
whole lives.   Charlotte had Westies since at least the 50s.   Christine 
works full time for the school district, is also active in the City of Des 
Moines and is very active in her church.  She finds time enough to 
handle a lot of my placements and interviews a lot of clients who want 
to adopt a dog.  She also helps mentor adopters to learn how to train 
their Westies.   Charlotte is instrumental in 
fostering senior Westies.  She loves them.   
They have cared for several Westies with 
allergies. Christine is also instrumental in 

helping me with hard to handle surrenders.  She takes care of the Federal 
Way/Des Moines area.   
 

 
June Taylor’s Indian name is “she who drives further 
than the eagle can soar”.   She is the Oregon 
Coordinator for our rescue group.  She has made numerous trips back and 
forth between Portland, Salem, Idaho, Whidbey, Port Orchard, Olympia.   She 
has also been instrumental in moving dogs out of shelters in Oregon and 
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handling the southern part of Oregon.   She also holds down a full time job and does a lot of air 
travel for her job.  She also has 4 of her own dogs, and several rescue horses.   She gives until lit 
hurts, and then some.    We are fortunate to have her on our team because life would be 
unbearable for me!  We do a lot of brain storming and idea shifting.  She is invaluable!  Taylor’s 
roommate, John, also does a lot of the foster care and works with dogs who hate men.  (yes he is 
brave!)    
 

Maryann Guerry-Buck has been a cornerstone in rescue.  I do believe she has 
been with me the longest.  She works full time in the Lake Stephens School 
District and she also volunteers at Noah in Stanwood.  I call her the Night Rider, 
because I am always sending her out in the night to go pick up another 
surrendered dog as soon as she can.  She is always cheerful and off in her 
vehicle for another rescue.  She drives to Bellingham and Snohomish picking 
up dogs and interviewing prospective applicants.  She also is the Everett 
Shelter Checker for SPDR. 
 
 
Donna Nasworthy is actually a Scottie Volunteer, who I recruited.   She has 
been gracious to accept all the Westies I have bombarded her with.  Donna 
lives with her husband Mike and her two daughters (one 15 and one 6 yrs) and 
they have worked very hard with some of the Westies who have come in and 
they are fabulous trainers.   We are so grateful for her to fill in the gap in the 
Tacoma area.   Donna and her husband both work and still make time to 
dedicate to our rescue dogs.   
 
 
The McCreary Family was recruited by me after they adopted a puppymill 
Westie named “Clancey” (pictured at left with Faith’s Daughter).  They have 
just started with us in helping in the Oregon area with foster care, and dashing 
hither and yon to the vet.  Her two daughters are very good with the dogs, and 
they get a lot of exercise and great care.   Faith also owns two Scotties and is 
a member of the Cascade Scottish Terrier Club of Oregon.    
 
 

DeDe Harris -  has been a tremendous asset to us when we were in a 
pinch and she also helps take dogs to and from the veterinarian.  She is 
great at behavior training, and preparing a foster dog for adoption.   She 
lives in the Northgate area of Seattle and we are grateful for her.  She 
lives with her Scottie and Yorkie and also pet sits.    
 
 
Judy Lane – she is my new ace in the hole, she is always there, on the 

mark and just outrageously  amazing.   I had met her in 2006 and she 
wanted to foster, and I didn’t give her a second thought as she worked full 
time and already had three Westies.  When would she have time?   Alas, 
she showed up at a Westie function this year, and I glommed onto her like 
fly paper.   She is amazing, she also recruited two more foster homes and 
has taken on Cotons and some mixed dogs we needed immediate care for.  
She has also helped out fostering with Furbaby Rescue.  She is Amazin!   
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Lisa Esby-  was recruited by her mom Judy who is also a foster mom.  She 
backfilled when Judy went on vacation and she has been assisting us ever 
since.  She works full time and lives in Bremerton.   

 
Tim Davis -  Not pictured.   He has been very helpful in taking on some of 
the mill dogs we have recovered from very bad situations.  He has done a 
tremendous amount of work and we honor him.   He was recruited by Judy 
Lane.  

 
Anya and Jared Buletza – new foster 
parents, and Jared also helps us with our new 
Facebook account.   Jared had previously 
adopted a Westie from us several years ago.  
She passed away from Cushings.  He 
readopted Mia (pictured ) and she had to 
have Legg Calves Perthes surgery.  He is 
right in Bothell near our vet!. Anya is in school 
learning to be a vet tech.   
 
 

Helpers (not pictured) 
 
Inhome visits and interviews: Shawnie Zahniser, Barbara Trejo. Jeannette Melchior, Stacey 
Dovey, and Chris Larson. 
 
Transport: Jan Michaels, Jan Cleveland, Karen Tilbury 
 
The Families:  Not only do these people give of their time and hard work, but their families also 
forego the sacrifices that come with rescue.   If the spouses were not onboard with what we do, it 
would make our job impossible.   They tolerate, no dinner, change of plans at the spur of the 
moment and all sorts of  things we constantly encounter in rescue.  Most of our lives are feet in 
motion and just being pointed a direction to “get ‘er done”.   
 
The Dogs:   We not only have to impose on our families when we take in new foster dogs, but we 
also impose on our dogs.   It takes away quality time we spend with them.  They have to share, 
tolerate the “crazy ones”, be patient with the sick ones, share their toys, beds, yards, crates and 
be put aside while training the “new bees”.   Our dogs are also instrumental in training the new 
dogs who come in.  They can train a dog 10 times faster by example than we can by 10 days of 
training.  It’s quite amazing to watch.    
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Our Vets 
… also make it possible by giving us discounts and preferential treatment in 
emergency situations and we could not carry on without their rescue 
discounts.  
Dr. Shannon Smith from the Bothell Pet Hospital, always returns my calls, 
takes my “question of the day” and works with me on constant new routines of 
Westie Skin Care and problem solving.  The staff always accommodates me 
and I don’t think I could have the stamina to do this if I didn’t have such a 

dynamic clinic to work with me.   We are very blessed.  
 
Dr Kovar is the head surgeon at Bothell Pet Hospital and she has done the 
serious luxated patella operations and other knee injuries for us as well as 
Legg Calves Perthes operations.  She is always cheerful and fun, and 
always comes out to chat with me and calls me after each operation.  I love 
her to pieces.  She is a graduate of Tuffs University.    
 
 

 
The entire staff at the Bothell Pet Hospital has been instrumental in my ability to cover costs, and 
we recommend them to you if you need wonderful vets.  There are a staff of four Veterinarians, 
and large office staff.  The owner is Dr. Cleveland who has allowed us big discounts.   It’s always 
fun to go there!   http://www.bothellpethospital.com/ 
 

We thank you all for your giving hearts, and support to our cause.  There would be no US 
without YOU.  We also thank everyone who opened their heart to adopt a rescue dog.   We know 
they all come with issues, and it takes a special person to reach out and touch a little terrier heart.   
 
 

Thank you for making us able to exist 
 
 
Karin Parish 
Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue – Rescue Rep (Westies/Scotties)  
West Highland White Terrier Club of Puget Sound -  Rescue Rep   
Washington State Scottish Terrier Club – Rescue Coordinator 
West Highland White Terrier Club of America – Regional Rep (WA/OR/ID) 
WA State Scottish Terrier Club – Rescue Committee 
 
 
 

 


